Concerning  Labrador, 

FEB.  1772# 

THERE  is  a  wild  nation  of  favages,  the  Efkimaux,  on  the 
coaft  of  Labrador,  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  oppofite 
Newfoundland,  who  have  for  many  years  been  accuftomed  to  rob 
and  murder  theEnglifh,  and  to  be  reciprocally  robbed  and  murdered 
by  them,  fo  that  the  fifhery  there  has  been  hitherto  often  impra&ica- 
ble,  confined  to  a  fmal!  part  of  the  Southern  coaft,  always  precarious, 
and  many  fcandaious  fcenes  to  the  difhonour  of  chriflianity  and  com¬ 
mon  humanity  have  pafied  there. 

It  is  but  lately  that  it  has  been  difcovered  with  any  certainty, 
and  that  by  Mr.  Jens  Haven,  a  member  of  the  Brethrens  Church, 
that  the  Efkimaux  and  the  Greenlanders  in  Davis’s  Streights  are  one 
and  the  fame  people  originally,  and  fpeak  the  fame  language.  Some 
of  the  Brethren’s  Church  have  already  made  three  voyages  thither, 
and  a  degree  of  intercourfe  is  commenced. 

Laft  year  Mr.  Drachart,  an  old  clergyman,  many  years  miffionary 
to  Greenland,  and  Mr.  Haven  converfed  with  Come  hundreds  of  the 
Efkimaux  by  means  of  the  Greenland  language,  which  they  can 
fpeak.  At  thofe  interviews  the  land  which  our  moil:  gracious  King 
in  council  had  granted  the  Brethren  was  pur  chafed  alfo  of  the  Efki¬ 
maux  nation,  and  they  defired  the  Brethren  would  come  and  fettle 
among  them,  and  preach  the  gofpel  daily  to  them ;  for  they  had 
heard  it  from  them,  and  would  be  glad  to  hear  it  always. 

This  being  reported  to  the  Brethrens  Church,  feveral  perfons 
offered  themfelves  voluntarily  to  go  thither  for  that  purpofe,  out  or 
whom  fourteen  have  been  accepted  ;  and  laft  May  thefe  people,  among 
whom  are  three  married  men  and  their  wives  went  to  Labrador,  in  a 
fhip  purchafed  and  fitted  out  on  purpofe,  inorder  to  begin  a  fettlcment 
there.  They  arived  fafe  and  well  at  Labrador,  Auguft  9.  after  a 
long  and  dangerous  paflage  of  eighty-nine  days,  occalioned  by  contrary 
winds,  ftorms,  and  an  unufual. quantity  of  ice  on  the  coaft;  they 
have  built  their  houfe  and  furrounded  it  with  palifades,  have  con¬ 
verfed  peaceably  with  feveral  of  the  Efkimaux;  and  when  the  fhip 
left  them.  Sept.  27.  were  got  into  their  houfe, where  we  recommend 
them  to  the  grace  of  God,  and  thank  him  for  bringing  matters  thus  far. 

The  Brethrens  Church  have  that  peculiarity  in  their  millions 
to  the  Heathen,  that  they  always  endeavour,  where  they  can,  to  have, 

more  perfons  in  the  millions  than  thofe  actually  employed  in  preaching 
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to  and  inftruaing  the  Heathen,  that  they  may  fee  before  their  eyes 
living  examples  of  the  good  fruits  of  a  faith  new  to  them  ;  for  not 
only  philofophers  but  ignorant  favages  want  to  fee  proofs  of  the  fu- 
perior  good  rcfuiting  from  new  propofitions. 

We  have  ten  the  good  effedts  of  it,  where  the  lives  of  the  whole 
family,  at  fuch  millions  fpeak  to  the  conferences ;  for  even  feveral  of 
the  Heathen  are  malicious  enough  to  fuppofe  preaching  to  be  a  kind 
o  ^  trade  or  cunning  device  to  give  importance  to  the  preacher ;  but 
when  they  fee  a  whole  family  peaeeable  and  friendly,  fober,  induf- 
trious,  chearful  and  loving  towards  them  and  one'  another,  and  a 
confiant  fenfeof  religion  ruling  and  manifeft,  a  confiderably  greater 
weight  is  added  to  any  oral  telfimony  of  truths  hitherto  unknown 
an  attention  is  awakened,  and  the  refult  of  a  long  examination  being 

every  way  fatisfadory,  chriftianity  is  found  worth  acceptance,  and 
emulation  follows  of  courfe. 

As  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  Labrador,  where  thefe  perfons  are  gone 
to  fettle,  has  not  been  frequented  by  any  Europeans,  the  climate  very 
rude,  the  refources  of  life  always  difficult,  and  fomet.mes  very  pre- 
canous,  the  favages  inured  to  murder  and  Healing,  treacherous  and 
revenging  onall  Europeans,  theinjuriesdone  themby  any,  remarkable 

forthe  fierceft  implacability  kept  up  for  feveral  generations,  thefe  four¬ 
teen  perfons  feem  to  run  a  confiderable  rifle,  and  they  are  quite  aware 
of  it  j  for  though  laft  year  the  Efkimaux  behaved  to  appearance  in  the 
molt  friendly  manner,  and  promifed  our  Brethren  that  they  Ihould 
be  welcome  to  live  among  them,  and  that  they  would  do  them  no  harm 
yet  it  is  very  certain,  that  nothing  but  real  chriftianity  can  alter  their 
nature,  or  give  any  fecurity  to  the  new  fettlers,  and  that  in  the  mean 
time  the  improper  behaviour  of  any  Europeans,  who  Ihould  come 
thitner,  might  caufe  our  people  to  be  involved  in  the  effeas  of  the 

refentment  of  the  favages  againft  any  fuch  ftirred  up  on  that 
eccafion. 

.  °{  thefe  fourteen  perfons  fome  will  be  employed  in  filhing,  fhoot- 
ing,  hunting,  making  large  boats  for  the  Efkimaux  (that  they  may 
not  be  tempted  to  go  to  the  Southward  to  fteal  them,  which  has  al¬ 
ways  been  their  practice,  and  which  has  naturally  occafioned  quarrels 
an  murders)  others  working  at  home,  and  takingcare  of  the  habita¬ 
tions,  inArufling  fuch  of  the  Efkimaux  who  may  be  near  them  in 
domeftic  employments,  trying  to  civilize  and  humanize  them  in  fome 
degree  till  they  become  chriftians,  which  will  do  the  bufinefs  efl'ec- 
tua  .y  (  or  Heathen  converts  indued  are  more  influenced  by  chriftia- 
nity  than  many  old  chriftians  are  apt  to  imagine)  others  will  in- 

rUCJT.t,  ,em  ln  chnft>anity,  and  everyone  be  as  ufefuJly  employed 
as  polfibie  according  to  their  feveral  capacities. 
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One  of  thcfeperfons  being  a  furgeon  andbotanljl,  net  un-fkilled  in 

natural  htftory,  the  true  flate  of  the  inland  parts  of  the  country  t  " 
m  time  be  better  known.  *  na^ 

b^hefUr°Pean  Tmen’  g°ne  f°  fettle  there  with  ‘heir  bufbands 
Tides  their  great  ufe  in  family  bufinefs,  will  be  abl'olutely  neceffarv 

-gredients  ,n  the  million,  if  Heathen  women  be  converted,  in  WS 

cale  they  may  converfe  with  thofe  of  their  own  fex,  a  p0int  of  the 

utmoir  importance  on  many  accounts. 

p  TJer"  is  gC°d  reafon  t0  h°Pe>  th«  from  the  very  beginning  the 
Bntilh  fiinery  on  the  bouthern  coaft  of  Labrador,  whkh  pl0nAs  - 

to  yield  confiderably,  and  which  employs  feveral  veflels,  JL  now 

be  earned  on  quietly,  and  without  the  dangers  and  alarms  tfj  have 

fo  frequent'y  happened  from  the  Efkimaux,  to  the  great  prejudice  • 

and  difturbance  of  the  fifhery.  Thofe  alarms,  occafioned  by  ieveral  ' 

of  mem  coming  to  the  Southward  in  the  year  1 770  whlrh  . 

quieted  at  that  time  by  our  people  coming  providentially  thither^ 

did  not  happen  laft  year  ;  as  they  had  been  intruded  by  cur  people 

he  year  before  that  they  fhould  behave  in  a  better  manner  whoever 

they  came  among  the  Europeans  j  and  accordingly  we  have  heard 

of  nomfturbar.ee  committed  by  them  laft  year.  Here  is  already 

one  benefit  of  confequence  accrued  from  our  Brethren's  intercourle 
with  them.  cuune 

The  perfons  employed  in  the  million,  have  no  fort  of  concern 
whatfoever  in  trading  with  the  natives ;  fo  that  nofufpicions  on  that 
account  can  anfe  in  the  minds  of  the  Heathen  or  others  ;  but  they 

wi  try  to  earn  their  own  living  by  labour,  and  what  they  can  not 
earn  will  be  fupplied  from  Europe. 

All  kind  of  trade  aud  traffick  with  thefe  people  is  at  prefent  very 
hazardous,  and  has  more  frequently  produced  mifehief  than 
ut  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  in  feme  years,  when  they  may  be°  ex  ’ 
peered  to  be  in  fome  meafure  civilized,  that  then  the  trade  with 
them  will  be  more  eafy  and  practicable.  It  does  not  appear  that 
they  have  taken  hitherto  the  beft  meafures  for  procuring  or  nr  • 

Li  ving  articles  of  trade,  but  if  they  learn  to  follow  the  examples  of 
in du luy  and  care,  which  the  converted  Greenlanders  in  Eiavi-’s 
btreights  have  fbewn  (fee  Crantz’s  Greenland  hift.  book  X.  fed  IO  ) 
they  may  do  better,  though  as  the  nation  is  not  numerous,  it  does 
not  feem  that. the  trade  With  them  will  ever  be  of  any  confiderable 

if,  by  means  of  the  civilizing 
tuefe  lavages,  it  can  be  extended  the  whole  length  of  the  coalf 

in  peace,  may  in  time  be  very  advantageous  to  Endand  ’ 

vlfilhe  fbUilding  3  h0U‘e  big  ?’0USh  f°r  fourtee«  P«fon.,  pro. 
ufions  for  a  year  or  two,  a  large  boat,  nets  proper  for  thofe 

parts  j  tools,  hunting  -  ammunition,  deaths,  medicines,  houfe- 
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hold  goods,  and  all  kinds  of  neceffiries,  feme  prefects  for  the  In¬ 
dian?,0  the  freight  of  the  miffionaries,  their  houfe,  and  good?,  and 
employment  of  the  fhip  for  artconfiderable  time,  on  a  very  dangerous 
and  little  known  part  of  the  coaft,  cotts  a  very  large  Aim,  to  be 
furniihed  only  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  members  of 
the  Brethrens  Church,  and  fuch  ether  perions  as  may  oe  auj  o.- 
ed  to  kelp  forward  this  undertaking.  •  >  I  - 

The  Brethrens  fcciety  for  the  furtherance  ot  tr.e  gofpei  among 
the  Heathen,  which  meets,  in  London,  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Trane- 
ksr's,  No.  fo.  Nevii’s-Court,  Fetter-Lane,  confiftinf  chiefly  of 
plain  tradefmen,'  and  lome  few  otters  have  undertaken  tne  care 
of  employing  whatever  monies  fnallcome  to  their  hands  for  begin¬ 
ning  this  fettlemejit,.  have  contributed  themfelves  what  they  courd, 
andliave  received,  from  feveral  members  of  the  Brethrens  Cnurch 
and  others,  conflderable  affiftance  thereto,  but  there  is  itill  a  con- 
fiderablc  Turn  wanted  to  defray  the  expence  already  incurred;  as  the 
firft  fettling  fuch  a  number  of  pdrfons  requires  naturally  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  expence.  ,  ,  .  ,  , 

For  the  general  plan  of  the  fociety,  fee  the;  printed  letter  to  a 

friend,  by  J-  FI.  •  . 

The  Brethrens  Church  have  many  other  flounflnng  and  expen- 

five  miffions,  to  which  all  their  members  are  ufed  to  contribute  by 

collections  every  year,  in  order  to  procure  the  necefi'aries  of  life, 

where  wanted,  for  fuch  a  number  of  perfons  as  are  employed  in  fo 

many  different  miffions,  to  pay  the  freight  of  their  different  voy- 

apes  buildin?  churches  and  dwelling  houfts,  the  charges  of  the 

correfpondence,  providing  for  the  widows  and  children  of  the  mif- 

fionaries,  and  Applying  any  deficiency  in  the  earnings  of  thofe  who 

labour  for  their  livelihood  in  thofe  miffions,  &c.  &c.  the  miffiona- 

ries  have  no  falaries,  and  content  themfelves  with  the  bare  necefla- 

neFoI  the  account  of  the  miffions  in  general,  fee  the  Rev.  Mr. 
La  Trobe’s  fuccinft  view  8vo.  1771  foW  at  Lilly’s  in  the  Poultry, 

and  Beckett  in  the  Strand. 
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